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DARE TO BE DIFFERENT
(Daniel 1)
Central Idea: Godly people live with convictions, and they stick by them even when this puts them at odds with the world.
I.  Bad Things Happen to God’s People (1-7)
A. Jerusalem besieged (1)
B. Temple defiled (2)
C. Best deported (3-4a)

D. Exiles indoctrinated (4b-7)

1. Education

2. Food

3. Names
	Hebrew Name
	Babylonian Name

	Daniel = God is my judge
	Belteshazzar = Lady, protect the king

	Hananiah = Yahweh has been gracious
	Shadrach = I am fearful (of a god)

	Mishael = Who is what God is?
	Meshach = Who is what Aku is?

	Azariah = Yahweh has helped
	Abednego = Servant of Nebo


A Question and an Observation:
· Question: Where is God when bad things happen?
· Observation: 
II.  Hold to Your Convictions (7-21)
An Observation and a Lesson:
· Observation: 
· Lesson: God is glorified when we live sacrificial lives of conviction rather than compromise in a godless world.
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This outline is provided to assist you in understanding and applying today’s message. “Dare to be Different” is the second message in a series on the Old Testament book of Daniel. This message can be listened to or downloaded at cbcomaha.org. You may also stream and download CBC podcasts from itunes or google play.
Fellowship Group Discussion Questions





Read Daniel 1.3, focusing on “bring in some of the sons of Israel.” Put yourself in Daniel’s shoes. What would it have been like to be deported to Babylon? Reflect on the emotion of this verse.


Consider the words in 1.8, “Daniel made up his mind” (literally, set upon his heart). How do our various English Bibles translate this phrase? What does it mean in practice? Share a time when you, like Daniel, determined a course of action you believed was right.


Carefully read 1.8-13. Discuss Daniel’s wise approach to the problem of the king’s food and drink. What did he do and not do? What lessons can we learn from his example?


We also have the desire not to compromise. What factors keep us from following through on our resolve? (example: peer pressure)


Pray for one another that we would dare to be different and follow the Lord wholeheartedly.








