Series: The Generous Church



      April 14, 2019
A MODEL FOR GENEROUS LIVING
(2 Corinthians 8:1-12)
Central Idea:  Understanding the lavish grace of God enables us to be generous givers. 
A) Joy, not guilt, motivates the giver because God designed us to give.
A.1. A financial gift for the needy Jewish Christians in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:1-4; Romans 15:25-28).  

      B)  Joyfully receiving the gift of grace empowers joyful giving to others.

B.1. 2 Corinthians 8:9

B.2. Biblical generosity isn’t just an act, it’s a way of living. In order to live this way, we must grow in our understanding of God’s generosity towards us.

B.3. Culturally ingrained self-sufficiency versus Ephesians 2:8-9.
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Seth Gheen, Pastor of Discipleship
This outline is provided to assist you in understanding and applying today’s message. “Treasure in Heaven” is the third message in a series called The Generous Church. This message can be listened to or downloaded at cbcomaha.org. You may also stream and download CBC podcasts from itunes or google play.
Fellowship Group Discussion Questions





The end result of generous living is joy. Do you agree or disagree with this statement, and why?


Re-read 2 Cor. 8:1-12 and note how Paul motivates the Corinthian Christians to give. Why is guilt or shame a poor motivation for giving?


Joyfully receiving the gift of grace empowers joyful giving to others. How does your understanding of God’s grace impact your ability to give? Discuss in light of 2 Cor 8:9.


How do you respond to God when you sin? Do you run into God’s open arms? Do you beat yourself up? Based on your response, how well do you think you understand God’s grace?


If we misunderstand God’s generosity towards us (i.e. His grace), will that impede our generosity to others? Why?   











