Series: 1 John
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HOW TO MISS OUT ON FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
(1 John 1.5-2.2)
Central Idea:  We cannot have fellowship with God if we don’t have a right attitude toward sin.
I.  The Focus of 1 John: Fellowship with God
	Relationship
	Fellowship

	Believing in Christ
	Walking with Christ - obedience

	Puts us into the family of God
	Permits the life of the family to shine out through us

	All God has is potentially yours
	Actually drawing on His resources

	You possessing God
	God possessing you


“You can never have fellowship until you have established relationship, but you can certainly have relationship without fellowship.”
II.  A Foundational Truth: The Holy Nature of God (1.5)
III.  Lies and Delusions: How to Miss Out on Fellowship with God (1.6-2.2)

· Important Observation ... the structure of the passage

· 3 negative statements (“If we say...”), 1.6, 8, 10
· 3 positive statements (“But if...”), 1.7, 9; 2.1
A. Lie about our fellowship with God (1.6-7)

B. Deceive Ourselves about sin in our lives (1.8-9)
C. Refuse to acknowledge our sin (1.10-2.2)
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This outline is provided to assist you in understanding and applying today’s message. “How to Miss Out on Fellowship with God” is the second message in a series on the New Testament book of 1 John. This message can be listened to or downloaded at cbcomaha.org. You may also stream and download CBC podcasts from itunes or google play.
Fellowship Group Discussion Questions





John begins with the essential nature of God. How would you explain that God is light?


Think carefully about and discuss: True communion with God is living in the sphere where one’s experience is illumined by the truth of what God is, and means that we acknowledge whatever the light reveals is wrong in our lives.


How would you describe your attitude toward sin?


Discuss the connection between walking in the light and confessing sin? How is this evident in your own life?


Are you quick to confess your sin? What causes us to delay doing so?








