You Asked for It




       July 29, 2018
IS IT INCONSISTENT TO ASK FOR GOD’S HEALING EVEN THOUGH WE BELIEVE THE SPIRITUAL GIFT OF HEALINGS HAS CEASED?
Central Idea: Even though the spiritual gift of healings has ceased, believers today can still experience the healing power of God.
I.  Why We Should Care about this Question

A. Confusion over the ministry of the HS continues in the church today (HS = spiritual gifts; even though much of the divisiveness has lessened)
B. There’s a good chance you or a loved one will personally deal with this question (We are always praying for someone to be healed: Doug S - Rebecca, hit by a car; Christy DenHartog Currie; Lydia)

II.  The Spiritual Gift of Healings (1 Cor 12.9)
A. Definition – the ability to miraculously heal any and all diseases; of course, ultimately God is the Healer but He uses the person who has received the sp. gift of healings
B. Scope – “healings” (plural – all kinds of diseases: Jesus – fever, flow of blood, leprosy, paralysis, blindness, deafness, withered hand)

C. Nature – instantaneous (Mk 1.41-42), no convalescence, no oils; permanent (Mt 14.34-36), no indication otherwise anywhere in the NT; McRae: “If these are the earmarks of the gift of healing, many who claim to have this gift are quickly discredited.”
D. Examples
1. Jesus ... In Galilee, Jesus went from town to town, “healing every disease and sickness among the people” (Matthew 4:23).
In Judea “large crowds followed him, and he healed them there” (Matthew 19:2). In fact, “wherever he went—into villages, towns or countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed” (Mark 6:56).
Jesus’ healing ministry was not His primary focus, Mk 1.38 (secondary to preaching)

Jesus’ healing ministry was not for the purpose of relieving people of suffering and sickness (Lk 5.15-16) – there was a greater purpose
2. Apostles (not a common occurrence-over 30 years recorded in the book of Acts, 33-62; only the apostles healed people)
For the most part, signs and wonders took place through the hands of the apostles (2.43; 3.16; 5.12; 15.12; 19.11-12), a fitting fact since the NT identifies performing signs and wonders as authentication of true apostles (2 Cor 12.12; Heb 2.3-4). The only exceptions in Acts are Stephen (6.8) and Philip (8.6), who, having had the apostles lay hands on them (6.5-6), functioned like apostolic representatives.
Acts 8.4-8 ... Sam Storms wrongly concludes ... these miracles were characteristic of the ministry of an average layman, Philip, not an apostle. One must not conclude from 5:12 that only apostles healed the sick. Philip was only a deacon (6:5).
The miracles authenticated Philip’s message to the Samaritans, a new ethnic group that received the gospel. Something new is happening here!

E. Purpose – intended to confirm Jesus and the apostles as the messengers of God and their message as the word of God; done to authenticate their message and ministry (Jn 3.2; Acts 2.22; Heb 2.3-4)
F. Temporary or permanent?
III.  We Should Pray for Healing
1. We are to pray about everything. (1 Thess 4.17) The sp gift of healings has ceased but God still heals and He heals responding to the prayers of His people.
2. We are to ask God for what we want, remembering His will may differ from our desire. (Mt 7.7-11) (God doesn’t give us everything we want, but He gives the good that we need.) don’t give a 5 yr old iphone; Leo
3. The Apostle Paul did. (2 Cor 12.8)
4. We must remember that whether God heals or not depends on which will accomplish His purpose of conforming us to Christ’s image. (spiritual conformity is of greater importance than physical healing)
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This outline is provided to assist you in understanding and applying today’s message. “Is It Inconsistent to Ask for God’s Healing Even Though We Believe the Spiritual Gift of Healings has Ceased?” is the eighth message in a series entitled You Asked for It (questions submitted from the congregation). This message can be listened to or downloaded at cbcomaha.org. You may also stream and download CBC podcasts from itunes or google play.



This Week’s Memory Verse:  Psalm 103.1-3 (NASB)





Bless the Lord O my soul,


and all that is within me, bless His holy name.


Bless the Lord, O my soul,


and forget none of His benefits;


Who pardons all your iniquities,


Who heals all your diseases.








