You Asked for It




 August 12, 2018
IS IT POSSIBLE TO FAIL IN THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE?
Central Idea: It should be the desire of every believer to live a life pleasing to the Lord, remaining faithful and obedient to Him.
I.  Defining Key Words/Concepts in the Question
1. Eternal salvation = deliverance from eternal condemnation

2. Christian life = the life choices of one who has believed in Jesus
3. Failure = lack of success; not to live a life pleasing to the Lord (Col 1.10)

4. Perseverance = the active, ongoing obedience of the believer; to endure; to remain in fellowship with Christ to the end of life
II.  Possible Answers to the Question
· Answer A:  No, It’s Not Possible to Fail in the Christian Life
1. If you are a “true” believer, you will persevere in the Christian life.
2. If you don’t persevere, you lose your salvation, or you prove you were not saved in the first place.
3. Assumption ... obedience, spiritual growth and fruitfulness are inevitable for the “true” believer.
4. Does John 3.36 support this teaching?
· Answer B:  Yes, It’s Possible to Fail in the Christian Life
1. It is possible to be saved and not grow spiritually (1 Cor 3.1)
2. It is possible to be saved and be a carnal Christian (1 Cor 2.14-3.4)
3. It is possible to be saved and to be taken home prematurely in discipline (Heb 12.7-11; 1 Cor 11.30)
4. It is possible to be saved and not receive rewards for living a faithful Christian life (1 Cor 3.11-15; 2 Cor 5.10; 2 Tim 2.12)
5. It is possible to be saved and not adhere to the warnings and instruction of the NT. (Rom 12.1-2; Eph 4-5 ... “walk”)
6. It is possible to be saved and not persevere to the end
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This outline is provided to assist you in understanding and applying today’s message. “Is It Possible to Fail in the Christian Life?” is the tenth message in a series entitled You Asked for It (questions submitted from the congregation). This message can be listened to or downloaded at cbcomaha.org. You may also stream and download CBC podcasts from itunes or google play.



This Week’s Memory Verse: Colossians 1.9a, 10a (NASB)





We have not ceased to pray for you ... so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,


to please Him in all respects.








