You Asked for It




       July 22, 2018
WHAT IS A SPIRITUAL GIFT

AND HOW DO I KNOW WHAT GIFT I HAVE?
Central Idea: Spiritual gifts have been given to every believer and God wants us to use these gifts for the betterment of the body of Christ.
I.  Spiritual Gifts: A Recent Emphasis
II.  What is a Spiritual Gift? (1 Corinthians 12)
A. Definition
An ability to function effectively and significantly in a particular service as a member of Christ’s body, the church.

Important distinction: Spiritual gifts are different than natural gifts or talents.
B. Characteristics

1. Each believer is given at least one gift. (1 Cor 12:7a)
2. We are to use our gifts to serve others for the benefit of the body. (1 Cor 12.7b; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:12)
3. The Holy Spirit determines who receives which gifts.                (1 Corinthians 12:11)
4. Each gift is equally valuable. (1 Corinthians 12:14-26)
5. We are commanded to use our gifts. (1 Peter 4:10-11). It’s a matter of obedience.
6. Using our gifts will help us develop spiritual maturity, both in ourselves and others. (Ephesians 4:13)

III.  How Do I Know What Gift(s) I Have?
A. Pray
B. Study
	New Testament Lists of Spiritual Gifts

	1 Corinthians 12.8-10
	1 Corinthians 12.28
	1 Corinthians 12.29-30

	Word of wisdom *
Word of knowledge *
Faith

Healing *
Miracles *
Prophecy *
Distinguishing of spirits *
Tongues *
Inter. of tongues *
	Apostleship *
Prophecy *
Teaching

Miracles *
Healings *
Helps

Administrations

Tongues *
	Apostleship *
Prophecy *
Teaching

Miracles *
Healings *
Tongues *
Inter. of tongues *

	Romans 12.6-8
	Ephesians 4.11
	1 Peter 4.11

	Prophecy *
Serving

Teaching

Exhortation

Giving

Leading

Showing mercy
	Apostleship *
Prophecy *
Evangelism 
Pastor-Teacher
	Speaking

Serving


* foundational and confirmatory temporary gifts
C. Desire

D. Ability

E. Blessing
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This outline is provided to assist you in understanding and applying today’s message. “What is a Spiritual Gift and How Do I Know What Gift I Have?” is the seventh message in a series entitled You Asked for It (questions submitted from the congregation). This message can be listened to or downloaded at cbcomaha.org. You may also stream and download CBC podcasts from itunes or google play.



This Week’s Memory Verse:  1 Corinthians 12.27 (NASB)





Now you are Christ’s body,


and individually members of it.








