Series: Understanding Prophecy March 1, 2020

THE RAPTURE: WHEN WILL IT HAPPEN? (Part 2)

(Selected Scripture)

Central Idea: As believers, we look forward to the imminent return of our Savior
for us when He will suddenly come to take us to be with Him.

I. Rapture: Review
A. Meaning = the removal of the church from earth to heaven
B. Not all believers will experience death, but all will be changed
C. Jesus Himself will return for us, the dead in Christ will be raised
and the living in Christ will be raptured

II. Rapture: When Will It Happen?

A. The church in the book of Revelation

B. The letters of Paul to the Thessalonians

C. The role of the Holy Spirit and the church in this present age

D. The Purpose of the Tribulation

E. The “at-any-moment” return of Jesus

lll. Rapture: Does it really matter?

Questions for Group or Personal Study

1. Discuss: Paul Benware writes ... “The writers of the NT always discussed the
Rapture in the context of godly living. In all of our theological discussion and
analysis of the Rapture, the end result ought to be a movement toward greater
godliness in our personal lives.” (see 1 John 3.3 for example)

2. Clearly, God intends for prophecy to change our attitudes and actions so they will
be more in line with His Word and character. What are some ways we can
encourage ourselves and others to see this practical benefit of prophecy?

3. Since the return of Jesus is a signless event, we should be slow to attach world
events of our day as fulfillment of prophecy. How can we be wise in relating the
events of our world to what God has revealed in Scripture?

4. How does the at-any-moment coming of our Lord act as an incentive toward living
for Christ? (Consider Paul’s example in 2 Cor 5.6-10 and Phil 1.21-26.)
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This outline is provided to assist you in understanding and applying today’s message. “The Rapture:
When Will It Happen? (Part 2) is the fourth and final message in a series on Understanding Prophecy.
This message can be listened to or downloaded at cbcomaha.org. You may also stream and download
CBC podcasts from itunes or google play.
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Rapture: Does It Matter? YES ...

. We are seeking to understand what God has shared with us.

. But it isn’t heretical to embrace a viewpoint other than the
pre-Trib Rapture.

. If the pre-Trib understanding of the Rapture is correct, the
Lord could return at any moment! Are you ready?
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