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Joke: Smartest man world, Clinton “Most moral admin in history” Joe Lockhart “Don’t gloat in Wash, it will come bk and bite you.Dship a journey, detours. Don’t have to look far in Bible, or in churches. Not if but when we fail. “Take heed if you think you stand”P slips on sp banana peel. 2.5 yrs later. Failure 101. D’s need grace!
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I. There will be interruptions in our following.
A. Peter’s following was interrupted.

1. The interruption 
was predicted.
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Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” 
Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot 
follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.” Peter 
said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will 
lay down my life for Your sake.” Jesus answered him, 
“Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, 
I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have 
denied Me three times.” John 13:36-38
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NB “follow”. Also “ff afterward”. Dship not revoked, but detoured.Before graduatn P had to take Failure 101



I. There will be interruptions in our following.
A. Peter’s following was interrupted.

1. The interruption 
was predicted.

2. The denial
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And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 
disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, 
and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. 
But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other 
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and 
spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in. 
Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You 
are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?” He said, 
“I am not.” John 18:15-17
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Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. 
Therefore they said to him, “You are not also one of 
His disciples, are you?” 
He denied it and said, 
“I am not!” One of the 
servants of the high priest, a 
relative of him whose ear 
Peter cut off, said, “Did I not 
see you in the garden with 
Him?” Peter then denied 
again; and immediately a 
rooster crowed. 

John 18:25-27
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2x he denies “D”. RockSand, but still a DWe should have seen it coming!Warning signs



I. There will be interruptions in our following.

B.The warning signs of failure
1. Pride  John 13:37
2. Prayerlessness  Luke 22:40-46
3. Presumption  John 18:10
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Failure can be moral or amoral. Spiritual or earthly (business, relationship, goal, ambition, fail class)13:37, self-confidence, Pr 16:18, Frog + ducks, Lk 22:31, G sifts us. Never say “I’ll never do…”2. Lk 22:40-46, “Lead us not …” “Devil’s boots” Eph 6:18; 1 Thes 5:173. Drew sword (18:10) but now afraid of slave girl. Depended on his own strength, flesh. Eg Abe/Ishm, Jac/Esau; Contrast Phil 4:13
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God’s grace turns defeat into victory, sin into salvation and worship. He makes beauty from ashes. Restores what the locusts have eaten. Failure is not the end of the journey, only a temporary detour.
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C. Our following will be interrupted.
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C. Fail in area of strength. Rock + sand in us. Eg David, Xtn leaders. Learn X-sufficiency. Attitude of dependence 2 Cor 



Learn Christ’s sufficiency.

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of 
anything as being from ourselves, but our 
sufficiency is from God.  2 Corinthians 3:5

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”  

2 Corinthians 12:9
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Learn X-sufficiency. Our weaknesses become our strengths and vice versa. Learn this and we are ready to serve.Three assurances



II. Christ Will Restore Us.
A. His prayer for us

Luke 22:31-32.  And the Lord said,
Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked 
For you, that he may sift you as 
wheat. But I have prayed for
you, that your faith should not
Fail; and when you have 
Returned to Me, strengthen 
Your brethren.
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Lk 22:32 to not be destroyed. Satan ltd. 1 Cor 10:13; 1 Jn 2:1. We all have chaff.Lk 22:61



II. Christ Will Restore Us.
B. His look toward us

Luke 22:61-62. And the Lord 
looked at Peter. Then Peter
remembered the word of the
Lord, how He had said to him,
“Before the rooster crows, you
will deny Me three times.” So 
Peter went out and wept
bitterly.
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B. Lk 22:61-62 “bitterly”. Shattered 1000 pieces. Not scorn but forgiveness. Eg Boy breaks windshield. 1 Jn 1:9. “All” sins on cross.C. Jn 21:15-19. 



II. Christ Will Restore Us.
C. His love for us

John 21:15-19
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you 
love me?” (3 times) . . .
“Yes, Lord, You know that I
love You.” (3 times) . . .
“Feed My lambs/Tend my 
Sheep/Feed My Sheep.”
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C. Jn 21:15-19. Another chance. 3x for emph. Not end of G’s plan for P, but a beginning. Swindoll, Louis L’amour



“There will come a time 

when you believe 

everything is finished. 

That will be the 

beginning.”
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Can lead to time of greatest growth. When we try we fail; when we trust HE succeeds.Failure is not fatal!
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God never tires of new beginnings.
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Have you failed X? Traditn: P fall + weep. No!I’m talking to those on the journey but interrupted by careless words, bad rela choice, addiction, divorce, compromise, temptatn Or even a failure: business, job, parentingTo exper God’s grace on journey, you have to exper grace in salvation.
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